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For the next several weeks, eighth grade students will be studying World War II: its impact on the world and its effect on the US home front.  This unit will culminate with an evening activity (An Evening with the Greatest Generation) held in the RJH gym on Thursday, March 27.  Each student’s grade for this unit will be determined in several ways:

· Required class assignments/activities

· Learning stations with some required activities and some choices

· Participation at some level in the culminating activity

This unit will involve more than just social studies class. 
· Physical Education: During classes in March there will be an artist in residence who will be teaching period dances such as swing and fox trot. One of the ways a student can fulfill the requirement for the culminating activity is to perform on the evening of the USO show.

· Music:  students will be exposed to music from the war years and through band and chorus will have opportunities to perform as singers, actors and musicians for the USO Show. 
· Art: students will be creating posters and invitations, as well as art-related activity requirements at the various stations.
· Language Arts: in addition to a novel study, many of the station activities will require technical, creative and/or response writing as well as critical analysis of a variety of media.  Students will create and write invitations for senior citizens and other community members.
· Social Studies: classes will be involved in the exploration of history and geography content, use of primary sources through learning stations, research, and overall organizational strategies.
· Media and Technology: accessing, using, interpreting and creating resources using a wide range of print, electronic, and primary source materials and applications.
· French: students have been offered an opportunity to read a novel set during the war involving the French resistance, and a film study of Au Revoir Les Enfants will be conducted.
This unit will definitely be different than anything we have done so far this year. Students will be asked to be involved at many levels and it will require a lot of independent learning on their part.  Our goal is to have our ending activity, the an  Evening with the Greatest Generation that will include:

· As many students as possible in attendance in various capacities

· Some students will be waiters and waitresses.
· Some student will be “dancers” dressed in period clothes and uniforms.

· Some students will be entertainer.
· Some students will be techies in charge of audio/visual needs.
· Some students will be in charge of advertising and publicity.
· Some students will be in charge of decorations.
· Some students will creating A/V clips. 

During social studies class over the next few weeks, students will be involved in self- directed activities structured as stations located in both the social studies room and the Library.  The menu of activities is located for students and parents on the RJH 8th grade webpage (RJH home link to Student Resources, teaching and learning, 8th grade, and WWII).  The activities have been designed to:

· Address different learning styles

· Address many standards related to the subject areas listed 

· Integrate media and technology in a wide variety of formats

· Challenge students 

· Provide a sense of independence and choice for students in the learning process

 
This unit is also a wonderful opportunity for parent volunteers.  If you would like to help launch this unit, please contact Ron Fortier (rfortier@sau50.org) or Mary Coombs 

(mcoombs@sau50.org ).  We are looking for help with:

· Collecting WWII primary sources and memorabilia for a museum exhibit (located in the locked glass case in the lobby)

· Locating or creating uniforms and/or period costumes

· Assisting students with hair styles 

· Working with small groups of students in any of the areas listed above in preparation of the USO evening.

· Promoting, decorating and hosting period films at the “Rye-Alto” Theater (recess/lunch times in March)
· Assist in collecting oral histories of family members and friends who lived through the war years

· Others as needs arise

Funding for the grant which allow purchase of materials, services and media was provided by the Rye Education Foundation.  It is our hope to create a solid integrated and interdisciplinary unit which we can build upon for eighth graders over the next several years. 
